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Buckeye State>>Sunday..

So, here we are-mid-week ACF NE Conference, as promised.  Next year, it will be back to educator-friendly weekend focus in Niagara Falls, NY from April 27-30-right before graduation!.  Week after St Paddy's Day, when many NE educators are on vacation because of massive absenteeism from the days following the big day caused many in higher education to take the week of St Paddy's Day as Spring Break!  

Its an election year- nicer on the campaign front than in Boston two years ago and most hopefully way nicer than the year when election shenanigans took over the Cherry Hill Conference.  To me, the ACF couldn't go wrong with anyone winning who is up for election.  However, I look at it that this ACF Board should be given a full 4 years to complete the job that they were elected to do.  As anyone knows who has been a Chapter President, it takes a while to "get the feel" of the new position, regardless if you have held a Local Chapter Board position before being elected President.  In my experience, the best run chapters generally have Presidents who serve for four years.  I see the ACF as being no different.  If anything happens before Thursday, I will let you know right here!

Lent went out of the window almost as soon as I set foot on Ohio soil caused by the omnipresent Chocolate Buckeyes!  Back in town for the fourth time since 1992-Conference always good here though, with tons of local chapter help from members, all the way from active, down to first semester students.

Had to arrive on Sunday because of the Devils v Blue Jackets hockey game on Sunday evening.  

Let's Go Devils!

They represented us very well-typical Devs took the entire home crowd out of the game in the first period by holding them to one shot.  This followed on from their NHL record-breaking run of not allowing a goal in the first period for a month, that had been broken the previous week.  The entire home crowd featured many empty seats in the expensive part of the arena-presumably because OSU was playing NCAA March Madness basketball at the exact same time.  They seem to think that they are owed a title this year after the problems with some of their students.  One Columbus student had tattoos and I asked if it was inked at the same parlor as the pay-by memorabilia barter system that got the students in trouble-not so much!  It would be nice for them to beat Kentucky after they squeaked out a win against Princeton and beat an actual team of student athletes.

Bill Tillinghast hosted the Chapter Presidents Round Table and reported that there are much the same problems as we have seen surface over the past 4 years-several chapters with no Chapter President and others with less than a dozen Active Members.  The collective picture is that another 4 or 5 chapters in the NE are in danger of closing.  The collection of information following the chapter compliance reporting has brought to light many faults.  The very basic rules of running a local chapter to be in compliance are fairly simple and include following the ACF Bylaws as a minimum standard, holding a tax ID number and filing of the Local Chapter Articles of Incorporation.  The large majority of local chapters have shared copies of these important papers with ACF to show that they are in compliance.  

Ken Buccholtz won the election for ACF NE Nominations Committee and will be put to work almost immediately at the Town Hall Meeting for the candidates for ACF National Board Office.  Thanks to Mark Kent for holding the position in the immediate past for the NE

Tom reported that he is very proud with the progress of the smaller venue seminars that have been hosted by local chapters throughout the region, but have attracted members from outside the local chapter, and in some cases, outside of the state.

Dates to save: 

March 31st:- if you are going to vote for the 2011-2013 ACF Board, it will take place electronically (at last!=who knows how much a stamp is to mail things nowadays?) and local chapter members will have to be fully paid-up ACF Members by 3/31 or they will not be able to vote.

end of May there will be a sustainable seafood seminar on Long Island, NY.  I will send along details as soon as I find out, as this is a major subject that has great interest for the chefs of the Garden State.

July 22-26 Gaylord Texan, Dallas for the 2011 ACF National Convention.

September 23-25 @ Schenectady College for the 2011 ACF NE Regional Educational Forum in Albany, NY.  Will forward lodging info as soon as I have it, but I am sure that the Forum will continue to be the very best value for your ACF dues that exists.  The Forum has been hosted by Tom Macrina's Desmond Hotel in PA for the past several years-we will miss the braised lamb shanks on Sunday.

April 27-30, 2012: The good folk of the ACF Buffalo Chapter are hosting the next ACF NE Regional Conference at the Sheraton Niagara Falls; close to Seneca Niagara Casino and right opposite the NF Conference Center.  There is this wet attraction, that is usually frozen solid at this time of year when the Regional usually takes place.  Everyone seems to want it to be totally melted so the Maid of the Mist can do its famous runs right by the Falls during the day.  Check out Marilyn Monroe's movie "Niagara" before you go, or even if you don't.  Having seen the Falls in all seasons, I really like them with the little trickle of water running down the center of Horseshoe Falls with columns of ice on either side.  Anyway, the attraction is lit up in the evening and the Park is a short walk from the hotel.  $109 a night at the hotel.  I am sure that the ACF will have the same early registration and hotel deal to bring down the cost of the next Regional (hang on-maybe that is a question someone should ask of the candidates, just in case someone doesn't like the plan put into effect this year!-that could swat my vote.) 

Monday..

Still bringing a smile to my face that the Devils are ruining hockey-I hear it all of the time when I see them play on the road.  Just like the NY Giants know, defense wins titles and I like the 3 titles both teams have-'nuf said!

In the morning at breakfast and them the General Session, the crowd seems a little thin.  The four major ACF culinary competitions are taking place at the same time at Columbus State Community College, accounting for about 120 including supporters and spectators.

A chef with a longtime association with NJ is the keynote speaker, Alfonso Contrisciani.  Alfonso is no longer a blonde!  The California-ness surfer dude hair do been rendered history.  He has long had a keen interest in farming, including a NJ ostrich farm!  He is very sustainable and has always had a strong interest in supporting local farmers and superior products.  He has a big spread of corn in Ohio and also a herd of cattle for production of Angus quality beef in Ohio.

Awards started-Biagio Dente earning the Hermann Rusch Chefs Achievement Award.  Talking about different coloring-Biagio was showing off this funny shade of brown that is associated with Florida retirement living.  Seems like it made the trip back to the good old northeast region and home NE PA worthwhile!

Academy Report by Tom Macrina-10 new Academy inductees entering AAC in Texas from the region-the most in the country.  Anthony Graffeo being inducted into the AAC hall of Fame.  AAC returned to its tradition of sharing student team grants of $750 for the Regionals and $1,000 for each of the teams winning the right to represent their regions at Convention.

In the President's Report, Michael Ty shared that success had come in the increase in the participation numbers as shown in the awards nominations which has shown the ACF Board a positive sign of confidence in the work that has been completed since the new board was elected.  

The fact that all of the registration and room rates had been successfully renegotiated to better reflect the current economic climate has been recognized as a positive influence among ACF Members in choosing to attend the 2011 series of Regional Conferences.  

ACF Accreditation has been adopted overseas and is seeing healthy growth.

TEAM USA took 3rd place in the World Cup in Luxembourg and earned gold medals in both hot foods and cold foods.

The ACF has turned around its treasury and is currently operating in the black just under $750,000.

Successful partnerships are in place with NRA, SKILLS USA, RCA, NAFEM & Societe Philanthropique. 

"Be Like Mike" will continue at this year's Convention to spotlight the importance of ACF Active Members mentoring our younger members in the attempt to have them continue their ACF Membership after their school time has been completed.

Culinary Student Invitational Competition will take place on the Saturday of Convention following the highly successful WACS blueprint; one team from each region will be selected.

ACF Strategic Plan has been published and will be distributed at the Chapter Leadership Meeting. 

There will be 2 at-large committee members on the ACF Board.

We have 5 new CMC's after the latest CMC exam at CIA.

Derek Spendlove of the Certification Commission shared very positive results from his committee's work:-

ACF Certification has received 3rd party US Government recognition for CEC.  

CSC paperwork submission will follow in July.

CEPC level practical testing will take place @ National Convention this year.

There has been a 10% increase in interest in ACF Certification in the past year; the Certification Scholarship Program introduced at Convention.

Each level of ACF Certification is being registered and trademarked for added authenticity.

The CEC manual is also currently on-line.

Sanitation updates every 5 years is still mandatory for ACF Recertification.  The Nutrition & Management updates components for recertification have been eliminated.

More to come...

